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Bell Work
● Complete the google form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJ0IRWrnFd6lXXD4GbO_q0Ii_xFlBdlaJX5Z266CmBpxXVxQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Large Work
1. What is it?

a. Compositions composed for 
chorus and orchestra and 
typically have several 
movements.

2. What is a “movement” in music?
a. Collection of multiple 

songs that are to be 
performed together and 
without applause in 
between. Large Work

Movements



Handel’s Messiah
● Composer: George Frideric 

Handel (1685-1759)
● Messiah was written in 1741
● Oratorio: a large-scale 

musical work for orchestra and 
voices, typically a narrative 
on a religious theme, 
performed without the use of 
costumes, scenery, or action.



Handel’s Messiah
● Handel wrote the music in 

24 days
● SATB Choir
● Original Orchestra

○ 2 trumpets
○ 2 oboes
○ 2 violins
○ Viola
○ Timpani
○ Basso continuo 

■ Harpsichord
■ Organ
■ Cello
■ Bass

● Three Parts
○ Each part has multiple 

scene and pieces
○ Some are solos, 

instrumental, or the 
choir

● The work was later 
reworked to be played 
with a full orchestra 
and large choir



Handel’s Messiah
● Hallelujah is the most well 

known piece from this work.
● In this recording, you can 

hear the audience stand up as 
this movement begins. This 
has been tradition since King 
George II did it.

● Listen to the different parts 
weave in and out of each 
other and then when they all 
come back together. 

● Listen to the orchestra and 
how it interacts with the 
choir

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUZEtVbJT5c


Andre Thomas Mass: A Celebration of Love and Joy
● Composer: Andre Thomas

○ B. 1952
○ Grew up in Wichita, KS

● At age 16, he took a job as a 
church choir director and 
began arranging music to make 
it work with them.

● Some of his popular choir 
pieces:
○ Keep Your Lamps
○ I Dream a World
○ Glory to God

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzkAF1S-m-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGkAkyD3nIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-_JUmkfnUI


Andre Thomas Mass: A Celebration of Love and Joy
● SATB Choir and soloists
● Orchestra

○ 2 Flutes
○ Oboe
○ English Horn
○ 2 Clarinets
○ 2 Bassoons
○ 4 French Horns
○ 3 Trumpets
○ 3 Trombones
○ Tuba
○ Tempani
○ Percussion
○ 2 Violins
○ 2 Violas
○ Cellos
○ Bass
○ Piano

● Gospel style
● Parts of the Mass:

○ Kyrie
○ Gloria
○ Credo
○ Sanctus
○ Agnus Dei

● Robert Ray wrote his Gospel 
Mass in 1978 and Andre Thomas 
sang in the choir that 
premiered it. He started 
composing his own in 2014 and 
premiered his in 2019.



Andre Thomas Mass: A Celebration of Love and Joy
● 1st Movement

○ Kyrie
● Right from the start, you can 

tell it’s written in a gospel 
form and different than most 
masses. 

● This movement has two soloists
● Kyrie eleison means “Lord Have 

Mercy”. They sing it in Latin 
and in English. As well as other 
text in this movement.

● Listen for the orchestra and how 
the drums really drive the 
music. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WyN6QqQmKoI


Abyssinian Mass
● Composer: Wynton Marsalis born 

1961
● Writing started in 2008 and 

premiered in 2013
● Mass: is a large work originally 

used for church services. 
● Typically at least 5 parts called 

the ordinary: Kyrie, Gloria, 
Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei. 

● This particular work takes a 
different approach to the mass 
while staying attached to the 
traditional ordinary format



Abyssinian Mass
● Written for big band and a 

70-piece gospel choir
● Choir

○ SATB with soloists
● Big Band

○ Drumset
○ Piano
○ Guitar
○ Double Bass
○ 4 Trumpets
○ 3 Trombones
○ 5 Saxophones

● Few jazz works are considered 
“sacred” (meaning 
religious)versus secular 
(non-religious)

● Damien Sneed conducted it and 
Wynton Marsalis said Damien 
should be the only one to 
conduct the work because of how 
musical and excellent he was



Abyssinian Mass

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bDTukH24yo


Brahms Requiem (A German Requiem)
● Johannes Brahms: Wrote the 

7-movement work over three 
years 1865-1868

● About 65 to 80 minutes long
● Requiem: Typically a large 

scale work composed of 7 or 8 
parts

○ Introitus
○ Kyrie
○ Dies Irae
○ Offertorium
○ Sanctus
○ Benedictus
○ Agnus Dei
○ Lux aeterna



Brahms Requiem
● Said to have been inspired 

by the passing of his 
mother as well as long time 
friend and mentor, Robert 
Schumann

● Normally requiems are 
written in Latin but this 
work follows the Martin 
Luther German translation 
of the bible

● Written for orchestra, 
soprano and baritone 
soloists, and mixed choir

● Orchestra
○ Piccolo
○ 2 Flutes
○ 2 Oboes
○ 2 Clarinets
○ 2 Bassoons and 

Contrabass 
○ 4 Horns
○ 2 Trumpets
○ 3 Trombones
○ Tuba
○ Strings
○ Harp
○ Organ



Brahms Requiem-1st Movement
Listen for:

● The slow tempo
● Listen for melodic themes that 

are passed between the 
orchestra

● The choir’s piano entrance at 
the beginning

● The expressive singing (even 
though it’s in German, you can 
clearly hear the syllable 
stress.

● This video scans the orchestra, 
choir, and conductor for a cool 
perspective

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q2D36G0aUw


The Rehearsal
● Rehearsals with orchestra and a large choir look 

different than a normal choir rehearsal. 
● Usually there isn’t a lot of time to put it all together. 

So it is extremely important that everyone knows their 
part very well. 

● No talking when conductor is giving instructions to 
anyone. We all know how this goes… one person talks and 
it spreads and grows to being too loud. 

● The conductor will be communicating with the orchestra 
and the choir so listen well and watch for the cues.

● It is such a cool experience to do a large work with 
orchestra. Enjoy it!



Lesson Takeaways
1. Which piece (out of the 

four) stuck out to you 
the most?

2. If you could perform one 
of these pieces, which 
one would you pick? Why? 

3. What did you notice was 
different than the choir 
music we are used to 
singing?



Extra Practice
Here are some other large works 
that are awesome! Some are 
older and some are more modern. 

Listen for similarities and 
differences from the four we 
listened to in the lesson.

Dan Forrest- Requiem for the Living

Robert Ray- Gospel Mass

Beethoven- 9th Symphony

Verdi- Requiem

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQ9KLpWMGx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Ypq0E9K_0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOjHhS5MtvA&t=291s
https://youtu.be/aXVsw8w7VeQ?t=496

